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Acceptable Use Policy of Mobile Phones for pupils and students
Applicable to students in PFA (Years 12,13 &14)

A student is defined as a young person in post 16 (years 12, 13, 14) at Samuel Pepys
School

It is understood that younger pupils (Pre post 16) do not bring phones into school-in line

with DfE guidance (February 2024)

1) Purpose

1.1.1. Students and their parents/carers understand the Mobile Phone acceptable use policy
as a condition upon which permission is given to bring mobile phones to school.

2. Rationale

2.1.1. Samuel Pepys School understands that there is clear educational reason to teach Post
16 students how to use technology safely (including mobile phones).

2.1.2. Samuel Pepys School recognises the importance of emerging technologies present in
mobile phones and the value these have in preparing for adulthood. Teachers may wish
to utilise these functions to aid teaching and learning and students will have the
opportunity to use these at the direct instruction of the class teacher. The use of mobile
phones in one lesson for specific purposes does not mean blanket usage is then
acceptable.

3. Responsibilities

3.1.1. The decision to provide a mobile phone to their young person should be made by
parents/carers. It is incumbent upon parents to understand the capabilities of the phone
and the potential use/misuse of those capabilities.

3.1.2. Samuel Pepys School has no expectation that a student will bring a mobile phone to
school

3.1.3. Samuel Pepys School strongly suggests that parents/carers should monitor remotely
what their child is accessing online. Concerns should be communicated with school and
school should be informed if they do not want their child to be using their phone at school.

3.1.4. Parents/Carers should be aware that if their young person takes a mobile phone to
school, the school cannot accept responsibility for any loss, stolen, damage or costs
incurred due to its use including those lost, stolen or damaged while travelling to and
from school.

3.1.5. Parents/Carers are reminded that in case of emergency, the main office remains the
only point of contact and can ensure your child is contacted quickly and assisted in the
relevant way.

3.1.6. Mobile devices may be used by PFA within lessons where there is a benefit to learning

but should never cause a distraction or detract from learning. Examples of appropriate
use in the classroom may include using the calculator on a phone during a maths activity,
research differing cost of shopping items, using maps to explore travel times and routes,
to access further education websites. Examples of appropriate use in the community
may include phoning school when learning how to access the community safely, using
sat navigation to explore real-time routes, to photograph signage or record information,
paying for items on a phone— if agreed with parents/carers. Students will not message
other pupils during lesson time.

3.1.7. Acceptable uses of mobile phones in post 16 education will be reviewed annually and
with an agreed discussion with SLT, including the Head Teacher.

3.1.8. Students in PFA are expected to use their mobile devices responsibly. Mobile devices
should not cause harm, distress or discomfort to others and therefore students in PFA
should refrain from using their mobile devices when in the presence of other pupils not
in PFA. To ensure this is safely managed, students in PFA will only use their mobile
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phone when in PFA specific lessons and offsite with adult direction. At all other times
mobile phones will be kept secure in lockers that are locked. If a student wishes to have
a locked locker, they may have a key provided by school (requested from AHT PFA) or
bring in a padlock from home to keep their locker secure.

3.1.9. Students in Years 12-14 will not be able to use a mobile phone between 8.50am and
15:00pm unless with the express permission of a member of staff member of teaching
staff leading the session.

3.1.10. Students who infringe the rules or are displaying unsafe use of technology will
have their phone confiscated. Phones will be named and kept in the PFA office. The
phone will be returned at the end of the day, if it is safe to do this and parents/carers will
be informed.



Guidelines for how to use a phone safely in school

Phones to used only in lessons, directed by your teacher, to support learning
Students must not:

e Take photos (unless directed)
e Make recordings (unless directed)
e Contact families or friends in school day using own phone- ask staff if contact is needed

Certain types of conduct, bullying or harassment can be classified as criminal conduct. The school
takes such conduct extremely seriously

Such conduct includes, but is not limited to:

> Sexting (consensual and non-consensual sharing nude or semi-nude images or videos)
> Upskirting

> Threats of violence or assault

>

Abusive calls, emails, social media posts or texts directed at someone on the basis of
someone’s ethnicity, religious beliefs or sexual orientation

v

Accessing pornography

> Accessing violent images, or any material that others might find offensive, distressing or
inappropriate.

| have read the Samuel Pepys School Policy on Acceptable use of Mobile Phones for
Pupils/Students.

| agreed to follow this policy and support my children to follow this policy

Signed (parent/carer):
Name:
Date:

| have read this how to use my phone safely in school document and agree to follow this:
Signed (student):

Name:
Date:
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